
Pencil
Eraser
Pen (optional)
Sketchbook
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HOW TO HAVE FUN DRAWING DAFFODILS
My husband brought me some daffodil blooms from my
front garden just to make me happy. They smelled
wonderful!  I put them in a vase and decided to sketch
them. Whether you do your sketches in front of a live
bloom or from a reference photo, it would help to
remember that the more you draw, the better you will get! 
 
By: Nancy Buckingham 
Email: Nancy_Buckingham@hotmail.com

SAMPLE SKETCHES
My biggest recommendation for
improving your drawing is to
experiment by making many
small 15-20 minute imperfect
studies.  
 
Note: Your drawing doesn’t have
to be perfect to be good. You will
improve with playful practice!
 
Just for fun, I opened up one of
my daffodils to study its parts.



Drawing Through
 
One way to capture the depth of an object is to
draw its hidden lines. The idea is to imagine the
parts you can’t see to help you better understand
the parts you can see. This technique is called
drawing through.
 
Tip: To help you understand how to draw through,
try to visualize the flower as though it were made
of glass.
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Structure and Light Source
 
I find that if I understand the structure and
perspective of what I am drawing, it gives me a sort
of muscle memory for future drawings.
 
Note: The daffodils trumpet is based on the shape
of a cylinder. By changing your viewpoint, a circle
will change into an ellipse. 
 
Light source:  If your light source is shining on the
right, keep the left side shaded.
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Viewpoint
 
The petals of a daffodil will fit inside a
circle if you look at it straight on.  As your
viewpoint changes, the more it angles,
the narrower it becomes. Remember to
make the upper and lower ellipse the
same angle (i.e. give them the same
viewpoint).
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Draw light till you get it Right
 
Press lightly with your pencil when you are
beginning your drawing.  It will make corrections
easier to erase. You can always darken a drawing
by changing pressure on your pencil (and by adding
shading), after you know you like it.
 
Tip: Do not smudge your shading.  It will imbed the
graphite into the paper and be difficult to erase.

Note: 1. The Upper and Lower petals fit within an ellipse 2. The six Lower Petals follow along
the lines shown. 3. The stem will lead through the centre of the flower through the trumpet.
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Symmetry
 
See the Symmetry in your flower.  In a
side view, you can see that everything
drawn above and below the stem are
approximately the same widths.
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Petal Shapes
 
Draw an ellipse for the lower six petals. Then draw
three intersecting lines thru the ellipse.
 
It is important to pay attention to the variations in the
roundness of the lower petals. Typically the top three
petals will have a pointier tip than the three petals
below them, which will have a more rounded shape.
 
Next, draw a smaller ellipse for the base of the trumpet.
Add the sides of the trumpet with an ellipse on top.
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The Clock
 
The position of the six petals at
the daffodils base can be
visually understood by drawing a
clock.  There will be a petal on
every other point. Also, the top
three petals will be flattened at
their base because that is where
the trumpet sits.
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Draw a Circle Freehand
 
One way to draw your circle is to take your pencil and move your hand in a circular way just
above the paper, then slowly lower your hand and lightly draw the circle. 
 
Tip: Posture matters – Sit up straight, keep your arm loose and free. Do not draw from your
wrist.
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Draw a Circle in Perspective
 
If you want a more accurate circle, try
starting with a “square”. We can fit a
circle perfectly inside the square and
then find the centre by putting an 'X'
in it.
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Cartoon Drawing
 
Try drawing a bouquet of daffodils in a simple
cartoon fashion.  By doing this, you will be
focusing on the most basic shapes and you will
correct the most common mistake artists
make, which is to focus on details as you go along.
 
Tip: For more interest, draw your flowers facing
different directions.
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Draw an “Ellipse” in Perspective:
If the square is turned so we see it in perspective, the circle inside it becomes an ellipse and
again their centres coincide (that is their perspective centres).



STEP 11
Sketching with a Pen
 
Using the reference book titled “Artist’s Photo
Reference Flowers” by Gary Greene, I quickly sketched
a group of three daffodils with a pen.  When I sketch
with a pen, I try to be quick and not to dwell on the
mistakes that will happen. The purpose of the exercise
is to just try to get the feel for the flower. Do it more
than once and you will see that you learn something
new each time!
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I focus on the placement of the flower heads on the page and their different angles. 
 
Simplify what you choose to include in your drawing. It is OK to leave some things out. 
The final details and shading are best done last.
 
Tip: If you want to create a more careful drawing with pen, you can draw it first in pencil,
then draw over it with pen and then erase the pencil.



CONCLUSION
Take the Pressure off and Have Fun!
 
Artists of every level put pressure on ourselves to create the best work we can. Fear of
messing up can make your drawing or brushstrokes tighter and you avoid being bold. Take
the pressure off by giving yourself the freedom to play. 
 
Focus on small sketchbook studies where you are not investing a lot of time and it doesn’t
matter if the end result doesn’t look great. Doing six pressure free studies with simple lines
will help you more than a drawing that takes a couple of hours to complete. Drawing a lot
and fast will help you understand quickly what does and doesn’t work.
 
Daffodils symbolize rebirth and new beginnings.  I hope that the time you spend with your art
at home will be both fulfilling and fun.
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